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By DANIEL MASON

BEHIND ALL THE sentimen-
tal hoopla on TV and in the
press about the “brave” men who
had been succored {rom Cuban
prisons with “ransom’’ money
contributed by generous Ameri-
cans is the stark fact that the
Kennedy administration had to
do something for these mercef-
ary troops. i

‘After all, it was the CIA, th
Pentagon and the State Depart
ment who recruited these fellow
from among Batista henchmeny
scions of the wealthy exploite
of the Cuban people and malcon4
lents.

These Washington agercies
{rained them, paid them and di
rected them on that Cuban invaq
cion fiasco in April, 1961

NEXT TIME

The Kennedy Administration
had to come to the aid of thess
merzer ary troops, or find itsel
confronted with the possibllit)
o1 never being able to recrulg
¢imitar forces for subversivel
purposes in other countries — of :
in Cuba itself — in the futurq.
Thi. is a principle thatl is followe
even by gang chiefs, who have t
iake care of their gunmen, pr
vide bail, hire lawyers, “spring|
them {rom prison.

Attorney General Robert Ke
redy  admitted &5 much at
ccerct meeting with some pha
acovtical manufanturers carly
December, when be was tryir
win ‘leir “telp” for the prison
exchiange.

Gre of the participants in
pariey  reports the Presiden
brotner as confessing that it had
been the U.S. government th
had sent invaders te Cuba Ro
ert Kennedy was quoted as a
niitting that “my brother made
mistiake,” and that “they are o
fesponsibility.”

PHOTOGENIC?
. One would expect {hat
Kennedy administration wo
have learned something from
self-admitted “mistake.” Inste:
the President ill-advisedly
himself photographed with so.
of these ex-prisoners, who

: idered by the Cubsn
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‘o éompound (hls alfront to
American traditions,
£1so reviewed these mercenaries
at the Orange Bowl in Mismi
last Ratiiday, while they
screemed "BoMly — from the
safety of the Florida stadium —
about returning to conguer Cuba.
Thesc 1100 mercenariés are
lucky to be alive and free today.
Just imagine what would have
happened to them if they had
#%een causht by the murderous
dictatorship of South Korea,’
which is paid by Washington, or
the “anti-zuerrilia” U.S. treops
in South Vietnam, or the bloody
Franco, or a long list of these
“friends” of Washington? -
. “RANSOM” HOAX

I3 . N £t .
saved by payment of “ransom” ;. .mai corporation rate @

fsn't fooling anybody. Since when

hos a prisoner exchange become e $520 for every 31,000

ardd Mitchell Rogovin, of ihe 301!
Kennedy ternal Revenue ice. In addi

nations. -

’ . ‘tax deductions.. In the first place,
The attempt to make it appearp. «qonations” were ruled. tax|
that the priscners were being gyomnt. which meant that 4t thel|:
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tion, there Weére at least 25 Jowert.
ranking governmient officisls dsf.
signed 1o the ‘operation. - . |4
Also involved were &-group of
corporation lawyers and the Morp'
gan Guaratity Trust Comgeny,
and the Bank of Amerita. ' - ||
As usudl in all such affgirs, the,
big corporations . got théir cul.’
The drug and dairy monopolids |
were f{inally "recruited” to prg ‘
vide the substance for the pr
oner exchange. :
squeered until they got the mo
profit out of thelr so-called dd
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The scheme for this nvol

as
ercent, thé manufacturer would}

“ransom?” Should the Cuban yo.oc food or milk “comtributed.

feople be blamed if they did not
provide prisoners to the U.S. for

_'And/wha! Is it that the Cuban
government asked in exchangey

ing
exchange purposes because of . -
. nes - Of initted to chargé’
their refusal to invade the L'S'?_their selling

But this was only the begiand.
 The monopolies werg ped :
: w t ) - 5 ‘ f' ’
price, not at i

ney cost to produce. This mean

hat in most cases what wa

for i%e Invasion prisoners? Only: account
fiedical ‘supplies and food and ‘i‘fg“’;dm:;:,lm;“ﬁ the mol

i1k for children and babhies.

inopoly $100 or so, since in thg - .

" The ¥ennedy administration, :
. a tremet
fhe press and television should (cllxi ?n\;s::::;he:ﬁ ?bmnwdlu -

Be ashamed of trying to make
this appear to be “ransom.” '

oft the medessities of life so that

the Castre eovernment ‘has to

make such deals for them.
Now that the prisoner exchange

come clear that there was npever
any real support among the
mercenaries -out of Cuban pris- -
ors, despite all the propaganda
efforts for months 10 get that
kind of backing. !
KENNEDY PROJECT
The ‘prisoner exchange was &

direct Washington project, car- .-,
ried out at the very top level by *

Attorney General Kennedy him-
self. Assisting him were Deputy:
Attorney General Katzenbach,

T

. weitnh Af the Qtnte Department,’:

has been completed, it has be- ‘;]Y:iesab?ei“o;:‘: ?;) s;xg)e Cub ;

‘Castro government had releas
‘and returned to the U.S. #0-of

The final lrony is the way’

_H's disgraceful that Washing-: rx::ar::d ‘é?::;;‘{“é‘::e'gy T
fon’s policles of econoimi¢ boy- Gent Luyclus Clay appear s § At
evit and Intimidation have de- , . oo pecause %\ey had serapd
gitved Cuban children and bables Logetl;er almost 83 millions tie
_last minute to “save” the prisongr
" ¢xchange.

What was not"told was thit
overnment last April, when & ‘

more critically 1L prisoners.
Py inie o
governm ! PRI 8
b sign of “good faith” by Way




